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prefenting the JVetld" with iloe ]f&h 

, lowing Essay, is the gteat necejjlty tHeri 

appears Ujfe far an Attempt of this kituf*^^ 

J[nd thot^h ^ late AXjthqk, has callej 

.Friendship, an exhaujie4 Subie0 j jieti 

from the flffe£ls that 'ha^nje^ been produced 

from former Labours, it ^ma^wryjuflly h 

(concluded, .there ft ill remain^ fufficienil 0/^ 

jMjtonfar 4 further pn^^ecutipn ofit.:^ For 

Aphichy one reafon ptayjff^ that moJl^PfrU 

terswhohaye at allcQnfidefdit-i havedfi^ 

^ introduced it among 4thet Subjeils^ ^%M^ 

Body of their Works^ i which being fr^ 

, quently pretty VbluminouSr Me therefore not ( 

fo likely to bc^perufed by the great eft^paj^i 

jf 6VR Sex j \who may pethapf at a vk^ 

cant kdur have Curiofity ei^pugh to per t/^^ 
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The P R E F A C E. 

thisfhort Tra£t, fo Juitable in Size tojome 
of their favourite Novels. Bejides , as 
every thing of this nature has been hither- 
to calculated^ (^ds what y indeed, has not?) 
fortheUfeoftheorwEVi Sex, it may be 
thwmorrdifficidt to,affly thofe J^les to 
OiJ^s -.'.Bhoyit Certainly deJerve^Affifiance 
upon this Head as much as They do i and 
I doubt not, will make as good Improve' 
Ments.frpm if -as They have ever dom* 
md.no gi'edt Compliment to them neither.. 

y ' _ • . • 

'. .Some, who have been fo generous to be- ■ 
huw their Time andTains in oitr Service, 
T a Favour, whith we gratefully acknow- 
ledge, ) hav6 yet very flightly t ouch' d on 
fejENDSHiP,' which is certainly a very im- 
^iott am- Article in all Sy ferns of morality , 
aiideven theh,' it has been more by way of 
^dift^oiiragement, and obviating the Misfof- 



■^d^durs' to temfy That, by ^Dfretttom 
^'Mm to^heoccafion. This defeB I have 
Tndeavour'd to fupply : And though I am 



^''&^i')^ J4»i not confciousof tht om^ion 
if any biiE Esskntial : Jfid dare affirm, 
Wii!d''the liA-mfis conduil their ContraBs 

%T>.\ - , of 
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vflRiEiJDmi?^6/thefoilomn^jRules, all 
occafidn of complaint from difdppintments 
IN THEM, would effeBually be removed. 
It- can therefore^ be thought no mreafan^ 
a^le Requefi^ when. I intreat Them to be 
To much tbfir own Friend^, ^s to make 
the Experiment.}^ .and to aUow\^t as fair 
a tryal^ as theywpuld ^^^fVpfff^l for 2)^ 
v/rfion only \ and they wJIIjthen have 
but, little reafon to regret the pains thejf 
May perhaps take in this ^urfuit : Af 
.Advantage i that does not always attend 
the prefent fashionable Amnfements. ^ 

As every new TroduBiony efpecially one 

, that aims at being really UfeJ^X . i^ liable^ 

in 'this refirid and wihy Age, to thp'Od-- 

njilsand Raillery of ingenious ^KlAtTlCisjii -^ 

^Sdiit is probable^ this mayhdve the hh- 

ndut to fupply a dull Jejtj when more So- 

'cfe^ arid 'valuyi^leiSubjeSis^^^^^^ 

^'Of forgot. But T fhall b^ fo far from Ah- 

'^iety on thii Account j that I jbould efletin 

it the nobleft ^aHegyrick thai could be be- 

flowed on any *Terformaiiceof mineT; 

fhould it be thought worthy' to^ fuffer^ By 

the SAME Hands, and in fuch excellent 

■ \ ■ -'Com- 
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4v. the F R E F A;C E!. 

Company, asKthiGioi^^ and all the ^:^- 

iCRED OftDI^TANCES of it. 

• • - 

But if the want of Elegance , in • the 
^TiLE \ bt Artie fs CofineBton of Kk<^v^ 
Mtei^T, h objected hy Thofe who art 
Judges of -^either ; I^cdn make no otheY 
defence J hut ^ That a Sincere defirrtb 
Serve the Ladies , wds the foTe Induce'^ 
ment to this Undertaking 5 which , fufi^ 
may plead Jome Excufe fot the Errors in 
^OTH. And that W e. ar^ in generkl fo 
defective in Them, is more their faults 
^who are the Teachers^ than ours who 
are the Learners. And would TThet 
befo obliging to qualify us for better y it 
would be a prudent as well as generous 
Method^ tofecure themselves againfl mean 
performances of this kind. And on tloe 
other hand^j it may. be a fare Stratagem^ 
to prefent the World fbmetimes witb \ap 
ILL- WROUGHT Ticcc ^ to procurc Inftru^ 
iiions towards a good one. And tillfuch 
Affiflance is afforded us^ we mufi make 
our utmoft advantage of that NAtURAL 
LoGicK and Rhetorick , Heaven has 
beJiow*d upon us. And as the Authobi 



The" PR E FA C E. 

/if thfi following.. V^iff iJ 'Wb^lljt defiitute 
^f ^ Rnlef, Jmf wh4P r^f,x fupplhd 
her with j She, here fnters (t QwaeM *r 
pip^ being Xfj\d H ^ PfBjRR J fi^ 

fever e Sentence. But^ after ifll^ it may 
be truly faid of This, 4s well as fome 
OTHER ^ubje^Sy That it is Practice 
ViHica BEGBT5 THEORY ', and if I have 
jujlly explained the latter , it is folely 
pwing to a.h^fy Exercife of the for- 
mer. Which is not mentioned with any 
yiew to PRIVATE Advantage 5 but out 
of a Jtncere Refpe^ and Value to fome 
Generous J^KiiP'^jiSi i who are. each it Li- 
*uing T^ernonflratton, that all thofe Vir- 
TUE5 hereafter mentioned, and 4 thoufand 
namelefs Graces , may be found in our 
Sex ; And that the fbort Sketchy drawn 
in the /^sth and following TageSj, is no 
Chimerical, but , Real Chara£ter. That 
ALL who read it , may , tranfcribe it in 
^heir Tra^icCy and follow fuJch bright 

THEY may be wife like 

Them % 
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Vl The P RE FACE. 

Them i and hazier in their thbite 

i^Frifnds/ than They have been ^ by 

'hmmrmg On^ Avith that Chara&er^ who 

is c4fnfcious of her demerits for fo high an 

* Office J is the fmceri ^ejtre of 



Their Humble F r i e NiD^ 



/ • 



AND 



Well-wiflier to 

- < , \ 

Her Whple S ? x. 
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THOUGHTS 



F is i MKtiM t6ik 10ea^«fi- 

fi«f, Tirn^ teittfi'Tkiii), 

when coTTUpted, hect)ki: PUk 

.1 ,;.i,, ^hatw^?!! 404= lrtic<*ii/i<!*fil of 

•fliHf^\:«itiitMlatftii11mis. And I 
bett«yo «vu^ «i», -irhe khinks ar- ill, 
-t^ a^c «rid( M<i,> tk«(h«e Ic-mo^k 
KioK fltgtmt isitmt. of it, titair- jB 

B md 



An ESSAY 

cred Compact Friendjbip. Wc often 
jbcar. it talky^of^~ifi>^, wfeo^^iiavc 
either no Meaning when; they prpfds 
|r, or perhaps a very bafe (Me.^ Soflte 
have fuch extenftve Souls, that wh0- 
ever will purchafc the Title> ; by faying 
a civil Thing to them, immediately are 
caird jRr/w^/ 5 while others^ n^Vcr^^- 
fiow nor affume^^ Epithet^-but with 
a Refolution to betray, whenever their 
Tower is equal to their Malice and 
Treachery. Biibas it is a toxxcfrundfy 
Office to corrcd Errors than expofe 
them I I fhall endeavour to profecutc 
lAi^^otk/Pi: as;inaf beft answer that 
^Ends the only.flw I have in un(^crta- 

^s,it. /;- 

i > But befote I proceed any further, it 
is Afeccffary to declare, I do not in the 
aeaft^Iefigtt to.diiftate to the MafeuUne 
Jartiof thc.Wotld* I will no* fuppofc 
irA^eiih« .W^fwr* or will accept^ Ad- 
fu/ceiiom a dsfpicfWc Woman. They 
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on Friendship. 

if by Miracle they ever ilo,- we arc too' 
" fhort-fightcd to difccrn all acdicktital* 
Slip. To the InftruEfim and Improve-^ 
ment therefore oi them^ who ingcna- 
oufly awn thetnfclvcs the weaker Scx;^ 
tny Endeavours, faint arid imperfect 
as they aire/' Ihall always be dir^fted." 
And fince thofe Lords 6f the Crea-' 
/7^ think us belotv ri&«r Care anrf^ 
Notice i it is but reafonaWc we fhould * 
affift each other J and employ all the' 
little Art we have, to ptir own Ad-^ 
vantage. 

For that End, we will firft confidcr 
Friendjbid in its utttiGA Latitude y as^ 
necejfary to the Happinefs of Mankind 
in general. A(id if we t^ke a t^roiped 

of the priginai State of Huoiari' Na- 

' ' ' . - '.Mi '"^ 

ture, we fiiall find it, of all crcatea Be- ' 

ihgs,' moft truly wtetchcit and fdtiditt;; 

if dcftitute of i/rienH^ SuppcJrt;' Ix><> 

as it/4» brings nothing into this World' 

with him M'^P^/yr and iieciWtiei} 

and being wholly incapable to ^ Tupply ' 

B 2 them 
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(Mm b^ his ^»^ Fawq: s^ he xx$jA ^^ 

C.4 by tJl^efe. 'w.fc^o, are poflc(s'<J of the . 
p!e.fff(»rjf Meam of prcfci:Ying it. And 
cctukl wc forwan J<^« of a ^fnff^, 

Jfndependan^f^ we fliould find the Coa* 

d«ipn pf Mankind woc.fc than e^co 

... . ' . ... _ ^ _ 

that of the ^Biereeft iP^^j ^ ^''ijr.' by 
h,ow rpwh oar Capacities of FpfTi^fnoxi 
cjKceqd jfi^Ww. ^iid it wss ilpubtlcfir 
ftpiji j5i y^// Convidioa €>i thiSy. fhaif 
they firft forc^i'd thepafelvcs iato iSo* 
fieties, and bound themfelves b)^ nm^ 
ft^alContti^S(s to affift each other, wish 
the Necclfarks . and Gonvcnieoccs of 
Life I apd ^^iti/^ the Attcpi^fs of if^^ 
wJKo. WQjild ^v'rcft theie Things to tliei? 
QwrCnCc, Vvtlibut coipplying" with the 
^^tfidi lollies pf Purehafc, Apd as the 

Jfrkm^ §|at? of N^fifre does necfi^i- 

- Illy 



1 



9tt F tjlt U t>B lil V. fs 

rllj require the fttoiting of feveral In^ 

dj! ^Tifiitfcki; fo we: ^n^ thisj ainl np 
Qchct;, was the Fottn4at^oa of all C<m^, 
tj^/B^ of Frien4ft>4fti that we have an 
account of, from the carlkft Periods 
of Time, Particularly, the Coruemnts^^^J^^ 
that we read of between ^bimelecb t^v^ %^ ^ 
and /ibrakav$i, «n^ aftcfwa?(fc wit^ /- 
/irff, fccin to owe /^«f Rifc to the 
ncceijity each.$iie \v} under to enioy 
tjic uninterrupted ufc of the comQM>n 
:Blcment of Water j which, ftpwevec 
CQmnutu, yet could not be, poireTs'd. 
without the formality of a Treaty a|i4, 
Cavenmt ;■ If that, therefore cpuldbc 
eOBoc at no othcir way, we nxay well, 
%po&: nothing djfccouJd. . 

.And if we confidcr Man with re- 
gurd to the inward Stutt of his il^/^ 
^ well as the outward Condition of 
Ws BQdj(. } We fball find that as much 
feow^d fw the; 5P/6f^^ of So(;icty, 
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as his 3^4/ ^^^ ^^^ Neceffities of ir. ' 
Nay, fo ftrong is this Tropenjity^ and 
fb interwoven with the very Nature 
of his Beings that it is co£val with 
it. For, even in Varadife^ God, who 
made Man , and therefore certainly 
bed knew the Inclinations with which 
Gen. ii. be was endued, declared, It is not 
good far Man to be alone i and there- 
fore, to compkat his Happinefs^ made 
him an Help mete for him : One en- * 
dued with th^ fame rational Faculties^ 
with Himfelf, arid therefore capable/- 
J>y an endearing Converfation, to ren- * 
der even Eden more Blefs'd. 

And though it may be obje^edy that 
this Partner of his Solitude was the'* 
immediate CaufctJf MarisFall^ where-* 

by he loft his Innocence, and confe- 

. _ ■ • »-. - • ■ 

quently what gave the higheft Relilh 

to all his .y-^fw/ Pleafures : Ytt this^ 

cannot be admitted as a rea(bnable 

Plea againft the necejfity of Society i^ 

unleft it can firft be proved^ that ilfi^ 

could 
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could Yizsc feil by no other means. 
But as He was created a free Agents 
. and confcquently capable of Difobedi* 
rence with$ut the interpofttion.of the 
ff^^man, thQtefoic She muft not ftand ' 
JbUfy chargeable with the guilt of the 
^^bole Crimfc. And it's very obfetva- s^ 

Iblc from the Htft&ry of this firft and 
fatal Sin, that the Prohibition of the 
Tree of Knowledge was pronounced Gen. iu 
Jittgly to Adam : And though in fcve- 
/ral places in the Holy Scrifture^ Order 
.of Time is not necejfary ^ and there- 
fore not obferved 5 yet as this firft Com- 
mand, is recorded to be given before v«r. 17. 
. Adam had named the Animal, Crea- 
.tJ^ which certainly preceded the For- * ^^' ***» 
tmition of the Woman s and as* it is do- ' 
^vci'd in the Singular number. Thou i 
it is at ltz£t\J>rolfaile, that ^^f ^^^^ 
^c^ciycd it .immediately from God 
himfelf. Which, I think, i§ a very 
great Aggravation of his Fault j for 
ihdugh ^fr difobeying a Command 

con- 
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dbnvey'd by Hif» can admit no E:t^ 
cufe r it fcems not to have fo many 
Circumftances of darh^ Impiny in It 
as. ^/i^ which was an Affront to tJie 
im^Ki^i/^^ Authoiicy of Got> hita. 
rfcif. And it muft be < adcnoutiedge^^ 
that all Laws receive an additional Sm^ 
^ion^ proportionate to the Power and 
\Maiefty of the Law^giver. 

But, not to infift longer v^on ia 
Argument, which, if it fhould be ovctw 
' rufd, our Propofition will ncvcrthcicft 
hold good 5 *viz. That Man was lii» 
hie to Sin in the greatefi S^Utudt^ 
«tod cortfequently', Th^thisFdlis n0 
fuhjiantiai ObjeSion dgainft Smefjt^: 
Wc will proceed to reflid a liftl^ up- 
on thole Qualities of a rational Be- 
ingj which would have 4)ectt wholly 
ufclcfsi had he been xloom'd to lirf- 
ger out 'his Life, in the filent manner 
of his fellow-Brutes; - 

■ 
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And %o what Purpoie cga we ima- 
gitie^ that the noble Faculties of Think- 
Jnig^ Ohpf^ipg^ Afgukg and drawiffg 
Confequences^ could be given us j u ii- 
ieis to itommunicMtie Kxni Ofafeli^aiions 
and Bifcovencs w the reft of our Spe* 
cicsiTo which «a<l, the Qr^^/ of 
Sf€£€h^ added to thoTe 4K^^^ Endnu^ 
^watfi*^ plainly |iaiiit cfUt to us the 
prapcrufe \viuhsh ilidul^ M mad? <|ff 
thomi.Anfi vlaspm:. ttkss Jmt a f /vui' 
fient View of ifcc; aibnuabjc \ktcdia* 
oifm df the aiticulatf fOi^am In a Hft- 
«M» vSw^^, iwft be natiwAUjr kd to 
itaagiiH^ that poi^ wfao netorniade 
atij X^ng^/;!> 5c«t«M^ vmoold opt hattc 
;bdJow'4 fo aiu^h al<^ioi|s Work to 
4>Q en4_xft pui^. A#d a» the Qk^ 
ly o^Qo|>, gnd out <iwa Salvatiin, 
.ft ttoe.iation^ Mndfj^mt Creation j 
J queftwn whethw jto ^««/ can be 
P» ^^ «nfwei'4 a^f -..^tlicr way, as 
hy cmployU^g ^, fore^rawjtian'd F^ 
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culties and T?iytsoerSy as Means to ex- 
cite each othci: to the Praftice of the 
ncccflary Duties of our fcveral Rela- 

tions. " 

/ 

But, certainly, there. is na need df 
further Arguments to prove, the \Ke-. 
ceffity and Tle^fure of Society. \ The 

• Praftice of all- Mankind is a fiifficicnt 
Te^imony on oar Side j Excepting on- 

• ly fomc FtWy who, out of a pretence 
to Heroick San£Hty, abandon the Cm-i 
verfathny together with the Fifces an4 
follies of th? World. Happy is it for 
thm, if they catry none i?/^>i&^y> into, 
their Privacy t But fUch aRetr^t looks 
more like zfuiletk Tride; or ba^e IDe- 

Jtrthn of their *Eo^, thsan an exalted 
Virtue, and abhorrence 6i Vice. Bttt 
as It is my preftnt bufinefs to apply my 
felf to the ailive Part of the World j 

'I {hall leave f^m in their beloved Obr- 

icurity, and haften to what remains, 

wkhbut further DigreffioD.. 

: • ■ , Since 
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Sinct then a State of Friendflfip and 
Amity fe abfolutcly ncccflary to the 
li^eli^being of Societies in general 5 and 
fence all Communities aire made up of 
fever aI Particulars \ \t follows, that 
what cbnftitutes the Happiness of the ' 
Whole; mxi^ be necejfary to every In- 
Svidual. Which is fo true in this 
Gafe; that we look upon it to be a 
Compendium of the Mifcries of any 
ake, to fay. He is^ Friendlefs. And 
certainly, no one Expreflion can fo 
fully compriz:e all the unhappinefs that 
ahum^n Creature is fubjed to. But 
tbis^ like many other ThrafeSy is not 
always properly applied : And .we are 
never more befide the truth i^gvej/ing 
at the Circumftances of our Neighs 
bours, than in this particular. Por 
though the Rich and Great have many, 
that arc called Friends ^ yet it may 
with, good rcafon be doubted , whc- 
t)ier one ainon^ theic numeroiis F0I-. 

Q z lowers 



ta 4tt BS S AT 

Jowcfs dcfcrycs. that Charadcft What 
I incanr wbc|i i fpeak of FniEirp. 

iSHiP in this refiram'd Notion of i^ 
ia contra-diftin&ion to th^ Frim^f^ 
pf CtmrnimitieJtf cannot poiHhly be ap- 
plied to a genfr4l :Acquaintance s b^ 
inifft he cdnfin'd to the partifphr aB4 
fimia^ Converfation of Onf or Tw(h 
who by a likcnefi of ^ijfofitmt an4 

Other correfpondent Siualities^ are en?* 
titled to the ^oixQiS^^pthet oi Friends. 
But it is only neceflary herf^ ]iift tp 
mention the diffcrcnqc between an ^r- 
auaintance and ^ Frien4 : We (haU 
have occaijon to defcribp it more parr 

ticniarly hereafter. All I (hill at pre* 
^ fent infift on^ is, that it is only tbeff^ 
pecuUar Corrcfpondpncips and j?r|V?U* 
fiions, that arp abiq to give the tfup 
relifb to Cpnve^rfation , and indeed %p 
xcaU Life it fclf ppportM. Which 
Is (o univerfally ac^pqwledged, that 
^//Mankind either have, ox fancy they 

liayCf fomp fuch bofpjn Friend : And 

z ' ail 



I 



on Fr J E 2jr o s HI p. i.p 

an eq^alljr, prct(Wi4 W be qD>U^4$i &» 
muft ix an g^iahif owt ib^c thos^ion^ 
4nd if it Up g^Qttd, (as fqreiy it ^ 

muft,) That thflfe />tf0i(/w Iprm^ps . 

are nccc0afy-to the Happioefs of ^Vf" 
ry Teffsn, who has any Idea of ,$<vi^ 
^leafure j Then, fFrnm fere may vfir; 
ry iuftly p^t inl^&^/r Claim to it j fiu^c 
^^Cy tnay be fijppofcd to mafcc im oa? 
half of thofc who call themfeivcs i?*. 
tmali Butnotwithftanding th4ty tat^ 
thinks I fee a contcniptuqiis Smile atifc 
in the ^ace of a Mafcnline Rcad«r» (if 
any of that Se:f fliould vouchikfe to. 
prove fp,) at the mention of FmaU 
friend^ip: B^t neither fi6«r Smiles 
or Frowns (hall ever check «|y Proceccjr 
ing, in vindication of our Pretenflons 
tQ Virtue^ ^d Uappimfi* the Reward 
Pf itf • 

* * * .' 

; ■ • ■ "■ 

And 
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' "^ And before Priendfliif be quite ex- 
ploded, and laugh'd out of the Fimdtif 
World 4 it b but rcafonablc they ftiould 
frovii we arc unworthy of it. This 
ind^ they peittid td do, by affcrting 
^ziP^earefd, But, with all due Sub- 
miffioA to their w^ri^/ww Logick 5 A'f- 
fcrtions ^ly^ will never go foir Proofs. 
. But p>me arc fo condcfcending as to 
give us this good-natur'd reafon , why 
^id (liould not afpirc to the Pleafures 
of Friendihip : Bccaufe we^ poor Souh ! 
are by itature formed too weak^ to 
fupport Jo lofty . a Character. This 
likcwife^ is an AfTeition that has ne- 
Vet yet been proved even to a Tro- 
habrHty j ' and therefore cannot poffi- 
bit l^c argiied from, fairly. But if fFo-^^ 
mh be' fdch weak defpicabk Creatures, . 
and unfit to contraft a bond of Friend- 
Jl»//) with >»^ equally ineari and cpA- 
tcmptiblc with themfelves 5 how uh- 
quaUfy'd arc they to enter into the 
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-fttiO: Union of/Mnrhget with ew of 
% «W>/i«V*,S»pcf iflrity 4of Soul ? Bm< this 

■ is a ,4^onCeq9ence they neyei: avoimify 
own, whatcycx, their yjfr/f Sentiments 
may.be s becaujre.it .is not for thcii; Zo-. 
tcrcft. Pcrhajg^ . Fw»^^^ 
4:Qfne into /i&^/r ^count of Marriagi \ 
but.accordijQg tq ;!^ diftind Notion of 
that State, I always thought ^ perfi& 
Friendjbip fundamentally neccflky to 
the Happixiefs of it, Ai>d that Opi- 
nion is the. mbxe confirm'd, becanfc' ? 
the great * Mr. Norrii has prov.'d it - 

foffibky beyond Contradiction, for the 
Wife to be capable of z perfe^ iFriend- 

^;5p. ( And if it be jpo/pbte^ it is cer- 
tainly ^Ar/i?^/w^..^ This is a generous 

. Cpnceffion, , whic^ we muft not expeft 
from any of lefs Candour than that 

Author : But this, one is fufficient. for 

,our PurpprcZ/and has prov'd as miich 

". ■' h' • ' . . *■ 

. ^ Letces of the Idea oi FrUndpif; - . * . . , 

. for 
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fot tis, as wt cAn AtRic* For, j£ iity 

Me Ifbman be cipaUt of it > then sli 

MdPf ; and it can be itom no inherent 

Dcfcfit in them, as they arc fFbmen, 

that all arc n^. Btir we need not tate 

up with zfpecnlafive^rocf^loncy^Q 

have an Example of ^ yety extraorcfi^ 

parjr Nature, in the Hofy ScriptUrit of 

the force of frleridplp in a female 

Soul : Fory ftire the AfTedtion of i?iy/>& 

to her Mother-ifhLaw^ can be account* 

Rmhl cd nothing /W>. The TVriwx of Ex- 
itf, 17. ^ '^ 

preflion, which fie ulcs to prevail to 
attend Naomh Fortune, are exceeding 
ilrong, and agreeable to the generous 
Sentiments of her Mind^ . She rcfolves 
that no Accidettts or Inconv^kHciis 
in Life, nor even ^edth it felf, fbaU 
ever feparate ibem., A Refolution 
truly worthy of '^he nohte Principle 
from Whence it fprung ! And Sacred 
WHoty affords us viarious otBerllSSiui^ 
CCS, that H^omen were endued wit'h Fa* 

cttltiesi 
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culfics, which they ^icpow denied to 
poffeisr^ and yet they ^rc not mentioned 

/i&^ havt been akcady enumerated. by 
an "^.mgenious Advwatt t& our ^«^» 
^^jc", with fo much' advantage, that. I 
• necfdnotiftflft further on them. Only 
fhUs much I will Venture to aflert } that 
our Adverfaries cantiot bripg oiic Prt- 
cedent from tho fc^ivifielifcordsy^ for 
that contemptuous Trcatnaeiit /iir^f;' §«• 
xierally bdlow upon as, is poor, weak, 
trifling Creatures ! hardly- aftuated^ by 
inunbirtai Souls, and Jittle betteti than 
^f^ Machines ! But if they arc fo gc- 
fierdQs to allow us any Souls, yet that 
thty are of a lower Gla(s, and vaftly 
infi^idr to their own : And confequent- 

1^/rhat "i&e arc incapable^ of Reafan- 

» ♦ 

^"^tid Judging f and know no more 
thitt'is juft before us, 'and perhaps hot 
/^r,* without their Direction . ^ 
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% See the Tteface to Reflexions on Marriage* 

D But 



A 



i8 An E S S AT 

But if this be really the Cafe j how 
came it to, pafs, that the Method wliich 

• our Saviour made ufe of> to^ convince 
the World of the Truth of hii Gofpel, 
was the fame both iot Men zni Wan 
men? In ail bis Difcourfes, he apply'd 
himfclf to the Reason of his Hearers : 
Now, had-^^^w been fo dcftitutc pf 

• this Faculty^ they could not have been 
converted by tlje ConviSiion of it. And 
though the Preaching of the Gofpel was 
accompany 'd with «i4»7 Miracles J yet 
we never find this was one^ that oar 
Lord created new Capacities in his Au- 
dience i only made ufe of thofe they 
had before. And as the manner of Ad- 
drefe to both Szxcs was equal % fo like- 
wife are the duties enjoin'd, and the 

Gal. iii. ^^^-^ prohibited. And St. Taul af- 

*8» ' fure5 us , that there is neither Male 

nor Female -y but we are *all one in 

Chriji Jefus. From all which, it is 

J^!^X^ plain, We are capable of the bejl 

ThifJgSi 
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Things 5 and if they d«oy us. to be qua. 
lificd for meaner J we will not contenxt 
about thaiy but leave them in quiet 
j^ofieflioh, without, once repining at\ 
their Inpiftice. But, after alJ, 'tis niorc 
than prQbabic, that whcn^the M?» fo 
ftrenuoufly infift on the weaknefs of 
our M4ndi^ they cxprefs their Wiflics 
that they were fo, rather than their Con- 
vidion that they are fo. 

HoVirjBVief, all bur Pretenfions to Rea- 
foning Faculties will avail u§ littk, un- 
left we can be prevailed with^o exer- 
eife thfem. ' And nothing fure can be 
a moro"^ufcful Employment for them; 
than the Study of Friendfbip 5 to 
which, ail -the ^altfieations that are 
Effenrid;zK alfo nec^fiary to the 
makilig- u» gMd Chri^ians : Which, 
I thiiikj *has beeii^* fully proved to come * ' 
within :i4ievcr^ of. our Underftandr 
ings; ' 3t>il as an Error iij it may ba of 
fatal Goafeq^aicc 5 ,and.a^ wcarj y?? 

P * ry 



ry Jiabk; to JmpdAtion iA tbi$ ^C^ic % 
(which proceeds from om native ten- 
- dcncy to coiitraft thefc tcn4ar Intima^ 
cies $ and from the qndi^nif^pdllbnefiy 
of -ihofc Hearts where this Inclialiadoii 
is. moil predominant > which:, prompts 
ikem to believe 0tkers.As^e«KC-9s 
tkemfeh.es i^ Therefore ^e <Wgbt.to 
be well verfed in the Thearyr, bcftttewc 
venture upon the :5Pr4»<S/^p^rt, . -:r. , 

. The Misfortunes that «!Wi?|' -have 
been betray 'd into, by f^Jfe; p{et«6c<ls 
of Frien^fp,. arc fo numcrousv that 
from thence ^«*e, have prohibiWd th^ 
ycry Attempt of fucceediug bettct; But 
certainly nptWng ife morgrgbfttiri, ^m 
% ^f)roluti^.?<> abotifh iMh«^v^«rj bgr 
thie wicfcedis*^ !Qf theWorlf^ufi^ be 
abttiW, MdbccaafesThiflg te*tf«r 
{ufafervicikt to: yi^ie .pi)rpof€^::t);j$]«lbr( 
tb 4c«y the ttfe of: it in titers Inoft &tf^ 

c J mongft 
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mdngft us. hi this, rate of Afgaiai&' 
aU Religion ought to be deftroy'd j be^ 
caufe Pretences to it hive f/rcquently 
been made by thofc,- wtio only d«l fi>: 
lor a Mask to. thofie Defisns, . q$ could 
floi[ bc^ carried .on avimediy. ' Anrf bc^ 
caufe, fame /pefUus FrienJjhips have 
prpK'd i(^^^ of Iniquity i froa^ tl^encc 
to inf^r that ^// are fp I is >I|0 ds rea- 
^^b}e, as it ^ould be to aflerr^ that 
i(efaiife there have been numerous falfe 
Helixions, therefore there is no one 
true. , 

Inftead therefore 'of aflfenting tathefc 
fdlfe ComhfionSr ^ earneftly intreat eve- 
vj: WcikiQan to ftatid upon her Gin^ard 
VKith. the atmoft Watchfulneis, when 
fi;» meets with any eHtraordinary Trty" 
UjiUftmcf' Affection and Fidelity: 
f%t^" generally fUme axt Jo defcftive of 
jei(h$c> a» thoje -who profe(s it' f^ofi. 
P^islly, if fl^.be a Timtg.Lddy oi 
fmmet ihe eanliiit''be too cautious in- 
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< * 

t 

^ ' this Affair 5 for then Jbe is liable to 
ten thoufand Misfortunes of this kind, 
which Perfons in a lower Stathn arc 
in no danger of. And xht younger She 

« 

is, the more likely is Sheto he attacked 
hyy and the left able to difcover the 
fallacy of fuch Pretences. There -arcT 
never * wanting Numbers of fawning 
Sycophants^ who will be always endear 
Touring to introduce themfelves into 
her good Opinion , by flattering her 
Vites^ zXiA feeding her Fianity, And 
if it be her unhappinefs not to enjoy 
2 free Converfationy; and open Deport- 
ment with i&^r Mother^ at tliat jfge 
when Jhe may reafonaW y cxpe£t to be 
admitted into a Share of hcrVonfdence 
^tid Familiarity 'y She v/ill then almqfi 
unavoidably fall a Prey to thofe mth 
whom yi^: may ufc thofe Liberties, fie 
is unjuftly denied in Her Company ; 
and may, with good appearance of Rea- 
Son, thiftfe fhfim^ tm^ better priffids^ 

before 
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before whom /b^ may cxprcfs her Sen- 
timcnts, and be applauded for all Jbe , 
-fa/s and Joes i than her Mother, who 
perhaps never fbund any fault with her • 
till Jbe was paft her Infancy, and after 
that will fuffer no finglc fTorJ or Affi- 
on to pafs uncondemned in her Pre- 
fence. Indeed, oftentimes they are ^^/i& 
yti^ juftly exceptionable- 5 but that 
ought, generally [peaking, to be charg'd 
more ias the Mather's fault thzn her 
'own. And confidcring what miferable 
Educations moft daughters have be- 
: ftow'd upon themj the only wonder is, 
they ever do well, inftcad of fomctimcs 

• erring. Moft Mothers make Play- 

• Things of their Children at that Age, 
when they arc fitteft to receive Inftru- 
aion and Correftion : And when they 
are arrived at, what one would wifli 

might prove, Tears of Discretion, thofe 
Vices and Follies which were JookU 
upon with conrtiyance or affrabation 

before, 
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bcforcii are ti^en grown too prcdomi-^ 
jianl:^ not to giVe harrbr to the nrifta* 
keo Tarint. But I fh^U not take up^ 
on me. to txcsKt oi Eah^fafion, fmtkft: 
than as it falls in with iaj pefent Sub- 
jcft. I have not vanity enough to think 
I could ufe any Arguments, or ofi^r 
any Inflru£fcion5, that would be preva- 
lent J ' when thofc excellent Treat ifes, 
that are already written for that Pur- 
ppfc, have hitherto beejti fi> wretched- 
ly inefFeduaL But I cannot forbegr 
recommending the Archbijhop cf Canp- 
bray'x Education of a ^ aught er^tp 
the Study of all who have that impjpf* 
tant Truft committed to their charge ; 
For which they inuft, doubtlcfs, giyc 
a ftrid Account ^ therefore they ought 
to be very dilige.nt, that they may doit 

with Joy^ and not with- Grief. 

■• • ♦ 

But to return. There is no Caii- 

« 

,tion niore neceflary for a young F^ci:- 

fon, than that 7&^ fliould by no ifttaris 

^ 2 Men 
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liftent^ t&ept as her Friendh whP: sij^ 
itady upoo aU o€«afios« to . hear* ao4 
joifl io> Witfa her Cdtnpl4»nCs <jf ^^ 
Tarents, Fon by that towns M^J' g«. 
ftnrintertft ila ir^rH^arti Jbefoirc She ^ 
/^ifktOiVfrk i Neither «eJii«b RfpH^ 
fitors to be trtifted on any iccCtisittt ^ 
-for it is ddds biit they botr^ bef Se- 
crets to tbefifi ithoCi CondxtSt U d^s 
Subject 6£ thenii And befides^ haying 
, thus put Ker ttl( in their f owerj fb^ 
( is obliged to petfoim whatever fjbejf dj" 
d^ate /be it evet Co abfurd or difagre^'* 
dbk* 

' AfMl |ti d^den iff^auflliy td pteVtm 
all theft; Ifktfiivtnientfes, Itth&ritiiii 
'contraa a fbiddner^ for meOft Fetfons^ 
dnd Serif atffi kfpicit^lft V^t though 
it i^ it fuft Ap6thcgi^, Thjtt ^ faithfiil 

Sirvmtt it ah hmblir Pitiiiid % yet ic 

is ft> difflctrlt to f5h* ^ti^whd t^efervrt 
the.pfnuf U^thttf thit a Lady oiigtti 
to t«: v«ry (fatitfotts how 5;&i? btftows 

E th* 
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the latter. For which rcaf<«i, it is 
- .much the fafcft way, never to make 
Companions of them 5 and then there 
. will be no danger She (hould be be- 
tray'd by them to Ruin and Infamy : A. 
Calamity that has often happen'd to the 
\^.eatefi Families 5 and the greater they 
are, they may be perhaps the more ex^ 
pbfed to fuch a Misfortune. . 

, But, of all Things, our Sfx in gc- 
ncral ought to guard affiduoufly againft 
"the Addreffes of tJbofe, who approach 
them with AppUufe and Commenda- 
tion. For , they may very certainly 
-conclude fuch to have fomc mifchie-^ 
vous Dcfign ,• to fcrvc thiir own Intc- 
reft is the leaftj but very likely, to 
undermine theirs^ who art fo weak to 
liften to th^ir Syren Song* Juft Traife 
is certainly delirablc, or elfe JFlattery 
^would not he fa fuccefsfuL: But even 
that ought never to ^be ^iven before 
their Faces who defervc it ; for thp 

. greater 
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gr«tcr tttc^Merify the kfs agreeable ic 
will be ta hear it. . And if they da 
not dcforsreit, tbejt wh6, dare to offer 
it, ought to .meet with fmetiing clfc 
inftcad of Reward^ for thus openly a& 
fronting .their Judgment and Confci: 
cnce.- ">..-, ' '-^ ' . > ' ■ 

To all which may be added, as an 
unexceptionable Kxilc I that, if duly at- 
tended to, will effcftually prevent Im- 
pofition in this Affair 5 That all Tro^ 
feffions of Friendfbip J2XC to be totally 
rcjcftcd from thofe^ who can pofflbfy be 
intcrefted in the Cafe. Therefore eve- 
ry young Lady (for to fuch I chiefly 
dilate, as needing AfHftance moft, ) 
ought to confider, in what Particulars 
the Perfon applying to her is indigent i 
and if it be at all probable, that the 
bettering her outward Condition can 
be her aim 5 She ought by no means 
to comply with the Propofal, but fljr 

E z the 
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the M^ior <^ it, as mte vAut is nan 

paly ipicapabie of Ffientl^t ■ ^Bt djcfttr 
tate pf J^oneRyu | dp inot tDc^ii igi]F 
{fail, th^^ /4i»yir ace tQ. bjB fimna'd, wiiQ 
appiy in ^jufizoA itfm pmiuw Got i(t? 
fief pf thjclr Neceifiticf, to tienf yf\isx 
jlfc ^h to fupply them. Np ; fp £i| 
firpm //&)*f, I JfpQV np Pifpo^itipn. fq 
'«e?^//pi(:par'd/or diiicjiarging thcpificcs 
pf Friendikipf as thjjt of 9 ckaritn^lf 

fetfon : Frimd^f being often <^/»y 
to be iatetiff,. nfyJm4 Charity,- ^M 
fia/^ I am j?flw fpealung of, cannpf 
plpad either ^eceffitjf 0% HmU «P fOt 
iipr i^»f fit pbj^ pf Benevolence, ii? 
^^j|f Sf ii<c pf the vprd f and Scl£.pi;e. 

jj^plip IjfcppMis Jtf, Thpic who ?»f 

^c eaougb to .pi:p(Htpt6 th^s S#€rf4 
^9m9i:¥mi:^ their own ^frend^ 
<|<5ffi!yci ijo- fefr^ lifted as.th^.vUcft of 

. always 
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pf Hypfcriff I wc «»*/, without ««* 
ftitiog our <:;hriflmity J v?fy mftjy 4r 

void the ConveriatiAO of tbaft, : wtof^ 
iSdfrintere^ is the 9nly FotiQdation of 
jtheir 9mity. Indeed , in the unequal 
diftribution of the Pofleffion§ of this 
World, it docs too often hijppcn, that 
•Piofle pf very great M^rit 4rc not fo 
plentifully provided for, as thofe who 
J$fs dfifcjryc it. And in this Cafe, th? 
fiacrovnds of their Fortune is, per- 
b^s? a gre^tsr va^\sicxt\mic Xfjt fathers 

1^ $h*mfehff .: f^icv^ic tMir ^^ 

^fiX malces than iby of a^ipt^ Off 
(tK of Fivstu^^ s an<l eflSsfhially pr«i- 

to fi&ij/3? whomifj6/?r cftccm thefr Sttft- 
fiors i though oftentimes a little paltry 
Money is the anty pretence thpy have 
to that piftinftion. What I have here 
Hid, cannot affeft thefe j but is only 

<lc%n'd 
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acfigft'd againft/irr^, who foUicitouflyr 
per/onate z^cncroas Frien J, when their 
Girtumftances make icfeafbnable to be- 
lib w/' nothing is facther from their In* 
tcntioh« ;. : ^ . 

Buf it may be thought, that all the 
Impediments hitherto enumerated, will 
entirely vanifh, if we change the Scene 
froni Inferiors to thofe in a higher 
Raiik. Biit if we confider, that' the 
outward Acquifltions of Weilth or 
Quality; alone conftitute Superiors j and 
not innate Ninnt^ and w^:/ Merit j wc 
may conclude, that We are like to meet 
wkh Obftraaions^to Friendfbif among 
^be[e^ as well as thofe bthm us. Be* 
iid?^ !#. this pr(ifii(e A^e^ they VC jk* 
al ways;£Qifefs'd of lai^e Fortunes, ;\jrhQ 
appear to be fp^ And although It.qiay 
be ioi^gin'd a Bafenefs none could, h^ 
guilty of ^ yet there havq been un- 
doubted, Jnftances of /i?w^, whofe ipxr 
travaga^ncies have made th^qi prey up- 



m Vk I end s »i p. 94 

on others, and thofc their Inferiors too, 
under the fpccious Pretext of Pt^end- 
flip. So that we have no mote Scci*- 
rity againft the DiAatcs of Selfllitetdk 
in /A/J, than, in the /(7uvr C/i^ySr. 

But there are others, who make warm 
^fofejfions of AflFeftion and SihCiSrityf 
to Her whom they find fuTceprifele of 
'them 5 for no .other reafori,.' than tb 
dive iiito the fecrct Rcc^ffes ot hit 
Soul, in order to n^ke them theX&ib- 
)e£k of then: perjtdious Wit- and ' RaH- 
krjn^ the neit Opportunity uhcy have 
of laying aiide theMksk, without be- 
ing difcover'd by, ' the deceiifJ jiuthor 
of their barbarous Entertaiment. ;• Suith 
PciCons fcatterFireinraniis, Armm: ax^'^^y' ^ 
^eath } Atutfaf, idm' I not iH^port? »K 
So that ther^ -is ifl-^^/;&' Station^, we 
findy great Caution ^nd ^rtfdei^fc de- 
cenary, to diftove^ whether tk^kAb 
profefs it, are not incapable of l^fknd^ 

flip. : r.. ' . .■: k:; -. - 

:.. * .. Hither- 
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tlittiertd Wc hav,e treated oac Subn^ 
^ed negatively ^ we come now to 9011^ 
fukt foj^ivefy, the (^uaUtics and Di^po* 
iitiotis abfoiutely neceiTary to the Forrfh 
ing d Friend. 



t • 
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The jUrii BJfmtitii then* an^ that 
ivhicfa i$ proiudiye of almoft all the 
other, is StriSi Virtue, By whkh .1 
lAean, a native gbad di^p^hn of. the 
^//, ' determin'd to. perfotm whittcv^ 
a well-infarm'd Undirfifdding fliall dl' 
ibce to be Juft and JteafmahJe. ,Aikl 
as ic is abfolutel^ att^dSiij to the Re^ 
mtnde of the WMy WHt tbetd be a 
SMnd Judgment $ ib, in order to te« 
<|aite/i&«/» one iii^'dr Witfii the lo^ 
of ^/iK^, will riot ^il to ttfe aU jiitf- 
^bods of Inftfu^oii^ In wl^ch <nqtiil* 
•fy« they will find ne. Syftem £o capabte 
to diceiSl tl^m, 9s that of /(&^ <a^^/ i 
"ivhore Precepts ar« back'd with iucfa 
powerful Sandions to enforce the.Pra* 
■' z ftice 



dice of them ; And therefore thfj will 
immcdiatelf embrace tt> ^%nd ncvj^k af'] 
Ux wHfutl^ depart fJrbia that perf<^ 
.i^ltt/s' of iii^> It^af petbdjp^ be f^id^ 
that we ( living in a Chr0ian, Coun- 
try ) are all admitted j^nto the Pale qf 
Chrift'sChitfch, and ther^ofe dbllge^ 
,t0 pcrfoftii the DiiticS pf Chriftiatiitjfi 
ilmdft inv^Hnimiy i feaptifm beine; 
.adminiftrcdVd> /»/Qw//inc;apablc ot chUi 
l^rtg f6r thctofelVcs.^ But; notwithftahcl- 
iiig this ^4^^ Prc-cng«gcm?nti it \i 
^tooft fecitaixi^ that embracing Chrifti^ 
ftnity to any ^W TurpofCi ^lUft be art 
Afl: of Deliberation and Cho.lfic j whcii 
%thc KeMpning Faculties arc ftrong 
tnqugh for fueh a Scrutinyi And it 
.is Q\f\ti^ ahne id the want oi i. v^cli- 
/WclinM Willy rhat fd »w«r whb nam^ irixL^/ 
^t:heMme,dfChriJi; arc fo far frdih ** 
Mepartin^ from all iniquity, that they 

..wc only titularly his Difciplc^i 

• * ^ .• •. 

.- 3ut is Vittuer both.in the utrrioii ^ 
.jUtitudc, aod moft rcftraHi'd ,Scnft of 
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it, is abfolutely ncccflary fo the cxiftcncc 
of Friendfhip 5 Therefore we ought td 
have all the alTurance pofHble to be'had 
from a Mortal, th* is, z fallible Crea- 
ture, that their Virtue is immoveable^ 
And the greateft Probability of that, is 

where the TraSiice of Religion pro- 

' ■ • . ..< 

ceeds from a Jlrong ConvOiion of the 
Underfianding^ procured by a well'^dif- 
pos'd Inclination. That Virtue, under 
this compoundldtz, is efTential to Friena-^ 
fbip, will readily appear' 5 if we confi- 
der, that no one can be a Friend to 
another, who is not their own V which 
no vicious VctCon can be : lEor Friends 

flip, as well as all other branches ^ 

• « • , 

Charity, muft begin at home. Befidei^ 
a ftrong AfFeftion cither proceeds from 
a likenefs of Difpofition ,* or neceflarily 
tends to it. Therefore we ought not to 

» 

xifque our own Integrity, by fondnefs 
for thofe who are deftitute of it 5 for ei- 
ther our Efteem of them will foon va- 
nifh, and 70 no Friendfiip can com- 
mence I 
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mencc. j or clfe we muft appftatize firom 
' «»r VirtMe, from whence Leagues of Sm 
may arife^ hut no bondofFriendfbip. 

The next Thing we fliould look for, is 
goodSenfe. Indeed, but fmallTimci* 
icquir'd for this Examination 5 a much 

^ > • • jt 

left acquaintance will inform us what 
Share any Perfon potfcflcs of this Ejjen- 
tialf than can poffibly convince us they 
arc not defeftivc in the foregoing. And 
' we are fcldom longer in Sufpence, whe- 
thcr any one is Ingenious or not, than 
till they have an opportunity of (peak- 
ing i though a very fhort Sentence j the 
manner zM air of doinQwhichigener al/y 
gives an unalterable Biafs to our opinioni 
of them ever after. However, I cannot 
think this hafty method of Judging, ^A 
together ec^uitable. Some being very en- 
tertaining, and apparently endued with 
a good XJnderftanding^ at oxxtfirfi Ac- 
qU5dfntancd with them 5 \fho afterwards 
difcover their real Ignorance^ when their 

j!;nowlcdgc regarding only me finglc 

Fa" Things . 
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Thi^g, is quite exhaUftc4 to -fihtfs^ ] 
«^dn. th« Rftionii FacaUk$ tit Iftmt. 
^nd 4:mctd^4 1 1^© vhkh.t ixfc^'d Tcoh 
per may much. contribute : Of thej( k is 
impoffiblc foon to paft a true Judgment. 
^hefy like the Flinty riequirilig Motion . 
tp make them Jbine 5 we riiuft tty thetn 
by .cjofe Application j and force theif 
SentiipenfiS from them, almojf whether 
they will or no. This is unavoidably 
th? Cafe, where profound Mifdejiy is 
"join'd to a fhy ^ifpojition. AnAfucha 
pne bids very fair for our Efteem in this 
particular, )vho, upon repeated tryals, 
mends upon our hands j and thd lefs 
fuch a Terfon fpeaks, they may rcafoh- 
ably be fuppbfed to excrcifc their think- 
ing Facility the more. But fo hard is it 
"to -lay Aoi^ti Rules in this affair, ; with- 
piij: iyjimer9UsExcejl>tionfy that cyen here 
y;c piay be miftaken : R.cft;rvfj^ ixxjomej, 
concealing dpfedive Senfe ; as weU as 
yeiling bright fart^ in ethA^si Since 
*then the uoccrtainty is fo great, it ^p- 

pears 
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f^pA ncccffaiy to add 51, Dcfinitidn <5f 
Jthc ^hraje, g9&d Sinfe^ in itS; tttie an4 
U^fltuixif meanmg^ But to do tkat ac- 
W/^.^y? fecms to require a latgci^.Share 
jpf it^ than I h^c^ the vanity totjiiiRk J 
fbSCc& : And I bdicv^ i( is much t^ikt 
to determine wtiac it vsj^t, ihasai.what 
jt />. jHowpm^ withoiit rannmg any 
great Riftjue, tthink I may aflert, G^^4f 
Senfe,' to cpnfift, in a full and free Eic-* 
ercife of the Thinking ^ower in the 
^(ml : Prpfuppofing /^^f Facfilil;f to be 
^nfiff, and not under the rai§fortuiie of 
^ny f^atitr^ljefeli ; /vhich I conceive 
iO he dcfia'd -by the Term^ g^ natural 
^4ris. Wliich^ with the external helps 
kit Jteadmg ^ttd.€emver/atitm, ^ill foon 
•rife to gaodStnfi, in the fuU jjnd moft 
4^xttnfive NetHin of it. This is fo nc 
"ccffaty to render eren mmmon ConvctT • 
^Iktiott agtceaWe 5 that I need not be at 
the pains to jproveg how highly rcquiilte^ 
it is to procure and maintain the /»/;. 
»aff Cwtcfpopdcncc wc vp now treat- 

" '.. - IPS 



f' 






3$ An E S S A Y 

ing of; Therefore will go on in the third 
place> to (hew the neceifity of. 

Fidelity and Faithfulnefs ; in regard 
oi Secrets znATromifes. Andfirft, we 
tauft be e^hvinc'd of a Perfori's Fidelity 
in keeping all ^ramifes^ before we vent 
ture 'any Secrets to their Truft. And al- 
though fame who arc fcrupuloujly Juft, 
arc c^ije^dina cantious of making Pro- 
mifeSy whereby to difcover their cxads 
Performance of them 5 yet fuch confci- 
cntious Ajjertors of Truth may be de- 
pended on fafely, without this particix- 
lar demonftration. But in r^/> ^^, few 
will give us the trouble to look for any 
further Proof of their Veracity, than thfe 
performance of thofe Agreements they 
arc very jready to make. When there- 
fore, by Jong ExperiflijBcc, we find me 
who may be depended on, in this Branch, 
pfal. zv. even where it is to their awn difadvanr 
5* t^ge } >vc may pretty fafely repofe Jfe- 

crets in that Breaft fo teitacious of Ta- 
flice« But as a miftaken T^uft inay foe. 
of moft pernicious Confequence , it will 
be much the wifeft way to prove the fafe* 
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ty of it by finally inconfidcfablc rryals : 
Smalli I mean, as to the mifchicf a diA 
CQVery of them might do ^ ^QXiilar£e/vx 
regard of the aflarance we ifiight thence 
have, of FaitbfuhBpyi where wc pkas'd 
otit felvcs with the hopes of :ir;v For, 
one of the great Ends^of Friemlfi^ 
-being to div^e Grid; zwildmile Joy to v 
each Party j therefore there niuH be a ' 
Itee unref^rv'd communication of each 
<}ther's affairs ; In which, it is certain, 
there muft be many Things neceflariiy 
Gonceard from the ' general Khowicdgc 
of . the World. If therefore we have 
not well fecufd this Taint ,imStezd of 
^fnenMj Advice and Affiftan^^, equal to 
^our many Exigencies; Ve fhaii^aH un- 
pitied, by numberjlers vexations anddiP 
'iappoihtments, aVidim torour 6wji fotfd 
Crodulity. .. ^. , ' .:: .j. 

' » ' ' 

To all theft ^ali^cation^^ muft be 
added a Generous^ GVatefuUSweet Tern* 
per : It being impoflible"!Fr/^W^ 
fhould fubfift with -a contrary Difpo- 
fition. For, Love and Tenidetnefs of 
AffeSiion being the only Cement in this 

Umon; 
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Uoion ) that can ncvi^t be Inteofc^bQl 
towards a Soul thus adorn'd .and f^tr • 
£nedi Bcfides, as ftieh a Tempel' onl/ 
CiUi Ht 6tft introduce this del%l^«f 
.Cominetce':rro Is it iliways Jrapifovinf 
it>by iiii<|^«/^/i|f.tIic.EatoUis^it teceiv«sr 
^«it<l awrhokft^ thofo it corifers^ ' la^ 
Of ^/- tdecdt 4cc»tfdbig to the Siei^ de Char^ 
foj* ' '* rtin'&ldeM of Friend/bip, thgrc can be jm> 
itidi thing 9s Favattri and -ObUgatiititi 
.in zptft£i\<me i Bat as Acy ni^ft all, 
^ in their firfccommenccBrtnC, be vhal 
w6^ cali& Omb«m, before dity accitic 4^ 
.^etfeBim j fb there ihttft be imatiiai 
Obl^tibns^ and Acknd^lcdgmeirts> fa«- 
fbte the Unibn adbevfo e/ititi^ ti^t 
tbeit SMi are (as the: fame AutW 
cbgaatlyciijpreffcs it) nJ^^'df and JfMp 
gUfd.miihjeacb ,^heK, And«lhho|:^ 
/ all Separate Property then eetfe* i ykf 
that Benignity of .Difpofition is ftill. ab^ 
'folutcly neccflaiy*^ to ^r^r-j;^ , .. yhal 
it has fo happily ^<?^«ff 4 | 

Thus mnch. then fiiall fuikle for the 
Effentudt of FrktiJfbip : More tbe^d 
iieed not be } bat thsft nMift bc^ id as 
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full an extent as poflifelc. And hcte I 
cannot forbcac asking tbofe, who would • 
debar ^nr 4$*^* of the Pleafurcs and Ad* 
Vantages of Fr/>Wyfe/)> 5 Which of theje 
§;v.dtificatidns Women muft necejfariiy 
want ? Biit if they maj^ all be found ill 
^ femah Soxil j then we cannot with 
any Juilice be excluded from tJbis appll^^ 
cation of , them, whtrt concurrent Cir- 

cumftancc^ v^^^^ ^^ PJ^ai^icable. ,A(^ 
pray, where is the jdifurdiry of fuppo*^ 
jdng a Woman endued with Moral aitd 

Religious Virtue^ with^W *SV»/2'> ^::f 
r^f />;', Qratitude and Gener^Jity ^ , S<j 
far is it from being w^, that if we cxa- 
mine them feverally, I doubt not, .we 
mail find as- many Yotarips at leaft, a* 
mong our. Sex, as the ^%r can boaft 
of : Efpecially coniidcring the n^aji Ad? 

Vantageg t-b^y enjoy ^stoout<t£;arJHdps^ 
cxclaiive .i^f native Superior Genius^ 
whicl^, a^ ^en, they ;arrogate to them^^ 
felveSn 

Arid firil'j So fat ate even the othef 

5"^^^ ftbtn denying Rehgioft to be part 

of ayi'W4fc<ihara£terj that they alloW- 

^ ' G it 
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}t us, even to the degree of Superjii- 
9 thn. But though they arc often mifta- 
Jcctj, in laying this to the charge of 
thiife, who arc as free from it, as manr 
df them arc from the profcffion of any. 
Religion *, Yet their Suppofition that it 
proceeds from a wrong Principle, at the 
fame time neccffarily fuppofes it to exifi* 
And indeed, both *Moral and Religious 
Virtue Teems more and more to become 
- the peculiar Charafteriftick of our Sex : 
This being the only Foflcffion the other 
are contented u^^ fhould engrofs to out 
fdvcs 5 but here, thej^ are as humble 
and paffive, in their defire of Acquiii- 
tion, as in all other CaCts they would 
be glad if Pf^e were. And it i$ very re- 
markable for our Honour, that when 
any one among us lays afide her Virtue 
and Modefty^ and commences a Prodi- 
gy of Vice and Wickednefs j She is 
known by no other Epithet, than that 
of a Masculine fVoman, and im- 
mediately avoided, by all who would 
prcferve their Innocency^ as a Monjler . 
in Nature. Our Claim to this Parti- 
^ cular^ 
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cular, being thus indifputable ; let us ' 
fee whether wc can make it out to 

The Second, which is, good Senfe. 
And conlidering the difad vantages and 
hardfhips, moft of w are under, from the 
little Improvement that isailow'd us \ it 
is no wonder to find many, whofe Un* 
derftandings are poor and fallow : The 
neccffary confcqucnce of Negled. But 
notwithftanding this partial and un« • 
juft dealing, there are many who give 
daily Evidence of an extenjive Capacity^ 
by aiding prudently and unblamably in 
the moft difficult Stations of Life, to 
which Providence allots them. But if 
it (hould be thought no great difficulty^ 
to zQt with applaufe in private ,Life j 
^ which yet may be a ftiiftake, if werc- 
fleft what capricious Difpofitions Women 

m 

are many times bound to T/eafe and O- 
^^5). there are not wanting Inftances 
of the moft confummate Wifdom, in 
Some of qffr Sex who have been plac'd 
in the moft confpicuous and exalted 
Sphere of A^ion j to wit, Re^ai Tower 
zvaiAuthority : Of which our own Coun- 

G 2 try 
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try has more thaai?;/« en joy 'd the hap^ 
py and cxtcnfive Influence, Indeed, thofc 
Illujirious TrinceJfesM^A all the Advani- 
tages of Art, as deltas Jllature otkt\Kix 
Side ; And- methinks the fhining ancf 
ufeful EfFeds they produc'd ifi them^ i 
fliould be an Encouragement fufficient 
to procure us thofe Advantages^ which 
are generally barbaroufly wkh-hcld from 
Its, Buj: if we rcflca what dcfpicablc 
•Figures Men make without a Liberal 
Uducation, if would tempt one to think, 
our Natural Title to gO0d Senfe was 
even Superior ta theirs. For, Afe» arc 
obliged to take great Pains, and be at a 
large Expence of Time and Money too, 
to become wi/e and ' if^enious $ andl 
Women, without any fuch aili Aance, give 
jnanifefl: proofs tRat they are fo^ by the 
iinglc For<;c of Native Genius, 

But perhaps it may be more difficult 
to prove, Thirdly, that fFomen are able 
to keep a Secret cntrufted to their Care, 
Indeed, ourWeaknefs in thiS particular 
has been a heavy Charge againft us foi? 
manyA^^s : Infpmuch that ^artia was 

obu: 
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V 

obliged to prove by a tormenting Expc-^ 
. riment, that p^e was exempt from this 
feminine Frailty. But if She^ by the bare 
Strength of a Roman Refolution, infpir'd 
by zwEducatfon worthy of Ctf/<?'s Daugh- 
ter, could refift the potent Impulfes bf 
pungent Pain, to difclofe the Secret that 
caufed it ; Why (hould it be thoflght 
impoffihle^ or at all improbable for a mo^ 
dern Female, aflifted by thd far nobler 
Principles of Chriftian Fortitude, to be 
faithful', to the great eft Truft that can be 
Committed to her care ? 

Laftly, Generojity, Gratitude, and 
Good-Nature, are fo apparently the pe^ 
culiar Properties of the female Sex, , that 
there is no occafion to enter upon a par^ 
ticular Dcmonftrati&n of what, I believe, 
was never controverted : They being 
oftencr taxM with, too large a Share of 
thefe Salifications, than with a total 
failure of them. 

If then it is pailibic for our Sex to be 
jidorn'd with all thefc Virtues and Gra- 
ffs } and if yj>«»f pofTcfs them in an cmi- 
jjcnt Degree ,-, ap I date aver tnany do ; 

What 
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What pity is it, that others, charm'd by' 
their lovely and attradive Example, do ' 
not ftrivc to emulate, and at leaft equal 
them in the poflclfion of fo real a Good? 
Can we form an Idea of any thing mote 
amiable on this fide Heaven, than a fVo. 
man governed and actuated in all her 
Thought Sy Words znA Anions, by a ftrong 
conviftion ti Religion? Such a one loves 
Virtue, and pradifes it, not fo much out 
of a fordid Fear, and dread of Punifli- 
ment \ as from a full affurance that it is 
moft fuitablc to the Dignity of zRati- 
mal Creature : And, infpir'd with a lau- 
dable Ambition, endeavours to acquircf 
all the imitable Perfeftions of her great 
Creator ; whom /6^ loves and adores, as 
the only Supreme Satisfying Good ! And 
will therefore arduoufly endeavour after 
an Union with that Gracious Being, 
who hath promifed to bje the Reward 
of ally who htimbly and diligently feek 
ftim. But as She muft wait for this 
perfedion of Happinels till the next 
Life 5 She will, during her Stay in this; 
chufe to afTociate and converfe with 
■' ' z thofe^ 
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thofey who come the ncarcft to the T^i- 
vine Hatute in purity and holincfi. 
With thefe^ Jbe will conrraft a clofc 
and intimate Friendjhip ,• with tloem (he 
will rcpofc the Arcana's of her Soulj 
and from them will receive wholfomc 
and ufcful Advice 5 which y&^ will chcar- 
fully return with a generous Sincerity, 
whenever their Exigencies fhall require 
it. . Thus reciprocally receiving and re- 
paying good Offices, with a calm un- 
ruffled Mind, amidft the Sun-fliinc of 
Profperity, and the rough, Blafts of Ad- 
yerfity 5 wiliyfc^innocently glide through 
jthis mortal State : And at length arrive 
at. that blifsful Region, "whcic -Fr Jerkin 
Jbip in the moft exalted degree, is the 
Bufinefs of Eternity. Where no Sepa- 
rate Ihterefts can interfere, to the de- 
timent of the whole 5 but where All 
loye, and are belov'd with an Atdency 
of 'A$cQ;ion, pure, and inextinguifli- 

able ! ; ^ 

■^ . . . . - ' ■ ' 

How Blcft ! how defirablc a State is • 
tJHs L There arc nane Co totally aban-r 
don'd fure, , but would wifli, Thys toJie ^wmb. 
^1 the 
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the death of the Righteous \ Ifeat Ac 
only fun Introdudion, is a Life fo fpcnt j 
and to do that, is not fo cafy as by ma- 
ny is imagined. No one who ever thinks\ 
. but muft confefs it much more eligible 
to pradife all the fore-mention d Vif^ 
tuesy than to live in open Negle£t and 
Contempt of them. But it is not barely 
ajfenting to, and approving what is ex- 
cellent, that will work a change : Thisi 
indeed, is a necclfary Tr elude \ but who* 
cVet flops here, will be n^iferably diP 
appointed. From Affent we muft ^pro; 
cce^ to TraBice j and never let thfc 
beautiful Idea of Virtue flip out of ouf 
Minds i l>ut with an indefatigable In- 
duftry ftill conform our fclves to thtf 
. Rules and Precepts that tcis us. But 
alas \ how difficult, ,and {almojl) im* 
pofllblc is this^ to one whofe Tht)ughts 
' and Inclinations have always been l>u- 
fied about the Pleafures of Senfe I Such 
a one can have no adequate Notion of 
Friendships but mifcalsAfilbciates in 
Divcrfion, and giddy thoughtlcft Cotti- 
panions> by the Name of FrUndL It 

IS 



is fpfiafeiog^.an unknown Language^, t^ 
U\^iQfmh a Terfany of the fublimc; and 
'laptuwrts, Edjdym^ttts of a.virruous and ^ 
difmtcreftcd i^/'A?»4&^; And it is well 
if we mterwith no wbrfe Return, idr 
thuswafting our timqtiiantt) be thoiigUt 
TMbUjii^ivk'FiJwnarieiR^A'^ho are pof 
feiVd with fome airy? Ina^gihatrion^, th^t 
ncvcthaAfleitig, buc iti. our fantajiick 
Brain. Thefk arc tod.far immcrfedia 
t2;/^6ii/ Ignorance, and iA^^ii Foil f,,tp 
fcceivcf any ioipteflion from a Difcoiuifjb 
of this iiatjarc ; but what wiil evaporatfe 
in their keenefi RaiUenjt^ and mojl pQsg^ 
nant Udt..^ • ; . 

But there afe others iftbfri whotii we 
"tope bettCt Things ; Who ate really red^ 
fonable Credturei 5 and^ confcidus that 
thejf are fd^ are billing to improve tile 
Talents cdramittcd to theni to the beft 
advantage; It is to thef? only I expedt' ] 
to do any Service by the fore-going 
Ruiei : And, I earneftly intreat thenii 
never to aflume the Name or Charafter 
of a Friendi till they have cdntrafted t 
'/f<?^^'/ of artl thdfe neccflfary Ratified- ' 

H tmi 
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tions already fpccificd. And when they 
hiave thus fccur'd one Side, let ^Kcm be 
fure not to ^ngige^themfelves in a Btmd 
of Friendpbip, but with thofe equally 
peflefS'd of thefe Ejfentialsy which on- 
ly can render it happy or permanent. Of 
thi$ they cain have no Proof, but by long 
Acquaintance, and repeated Try als $ and 
if upon the Scrutiny, they aire convinced 
ail is right $ the Aflbciation cannot 
then too Toon be engaged in, nor too 
, ciofely adhered-to $ which will fecure 
.to them the greatcft Peace and Tranqui- 
lity, Satisfaftion and Pleafure, they can ' 
poffibly enjoy in this World. And tliis 
happy State»is the more defirable, be-* 
caufe thofe who* have been the moft 
eminent Examples of Virtue^ have given 
/ the moft conspicuous Inftances of he* 
roick Friendfl)ip : Of which, the mo- 
xviif. i9i ving Hiftory of Jonathan and ^avid is 
ao, &c - glorious and convincing Proof. Nay, 
pur blcfled Lord himfclf was plcafcd to 
honour this Character, by afluming it 
in a very peculiar manner, as we read in 
Vcr. J. J. xhi^ eleventh Chapter of the Qofpel re- 
"•"''*^- • 'corded 
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corded by the bdovjedT>i[cifle, Since 
then Friendfbip both in its own Nature, 
and in thofc amiable Patterns which it 
propofcs for oat Imitation, is thus ex- 
cellent and delightful \ it is much to be 
lamented there are fo few modern In* 
ftanccs of it. But this is mere owing 
to Incapacity, than Ighorance of the 
Advantage of it. And this Impediment 
can only be removed effeHually, by 
thoje who are employed in the Edu- 
cation of bur Female Touth. That be- 
ing the proper Time to inftil Habits of 
Virtue i to improve the Underjiandingy 
to inculcate Jujiice' and Veracity y and 
to imprint Gratitude and Generofity-y 
when the Mind, as well as Body^ is 
dulf He znd flexible. Were this Attempt 
mad^ early enough, before any vicious 
Cuftoms had taken place, there is good 

» 

Rfcafon to believe the 'Succcfs would 
abundantly repay their Pains, who 
fliould think it a neceffary'Part of their 
Bufinefs to watch the flrfi Dawn of 
Reafon i and prefcnt nothing to its 
View, but what were agreeable to ir, 

Hz in 
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in :hf native Purity. Wo^H^^er^ 
once be convinced pf the loippnanqc 
of their Charge j and were fiw/ capa- 
ble of peirfoirming ti^eir Duty in thij 
Point a$ they Cvight, we (hop.ld fooq 
• fee the happy, fiffeds qf it. I yrili not 
fay npne wonld;inrfcawy| whp werp wcU 
educated, but if |s jprobabk very few 
Vould 5 efpccialJy if the Work were 
begun, (as IjbcfopcJbinted) fimc enough : 
For it i^ the Maxim of infpircd Wifdom, 
Prt^y- TrainupaO)ifdinthewaj he fhould 
f?f / :• jj^ ^j^^ when keM oldy he will net de-r 

^{u^tjrm it., \Y\n\xt js fo fpnvinfin^r^ 
^ attradive. that/ Qije would think i% 
alnioft impoflible.cyef to be defcrtcd by 
fpej^^^yho fxo^.her vpty Infancy ha<J 
bfca f /'tf^wA^ tfliught , to approve atid 
pradife it. And when the fuccecding' 
Supcrftruaure anfwcrs this good Fouut 
jjatiop, what ca^ be more reafonablcp 
or patural, thari fpr the happy Tarent 
^;lay afide the Aufterity of a Gfivetr 
nej^^ af>d admit hexy whom p^j has amr 
ply qualified for it^ iijtp an cntiit Friend- 
(bip and Familiarity with £^^r'> By this 
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means ftill continuing her watchfulGua^ 
iUan in tht moft efFci^ual manner } and 
i;hcf efore fccuring her, againft thoic E* 
vils, that necejfarily ajtend an eftrangc- 
ment between thefc I^elations. And 
whcnjhe is thijs indr^ded, both by Vre'- 
f_ept^ and the inore powcrftil Qrate^ry of 
J^o^ampley in the Theory and Pradicc 
of Ff^ifndfhip : She will, when her ac- 
jqQa^tarice wixhpfhers^ who have been 
blefty. ;wfth th<p fij^e Improvements, 
give:^^r'ppportvinity 5 foon be ppflcfs'd 
with a fympathepQk-^Affedipn ^ot them, 
hM an. Approbatipii tjjus juftly begyp, 
wiliiii due time arife to the full height 
of a .g€rierou$ anid tender priendjbif. 

M'dft Writers confine this Union with^ 
in thcioarrow bounds of twa^ or at moft 
l^ee. ,fiut I am of opinion, the nccef 
fity of thus contracting the Number, is 
Itiorc pwiflig (9 the general corruption 
^jOd, depravity QiHumim Nature^ than - 
tp any. dffea in the EJfence of Friend- 
Jbip. , And were it ot;herway€j, it would 
be an Objcdiioa, even agaioft the Hapr 
^fncfs of ifeavea it G^lf^ and ^cropt on? ' 
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to believe, the Felicity of that blcflccT- 
Place would be more extenjtve , were 
the Numbers who partake of ir, fewer.- 
But as this Notion ( which I take to be 
a ncccffary confcquence of fuch a con- 
traacd Idea of Frfendjhip,) can never - 
be admitted by tho/e who arc at all ac- 
quainted with the Revelations we have 
of that State : Sol think it very reafoa- 
able, and what may be done not only 
with fafet/t but advantage j That all 
vho arc really worthy of it, be admit- 
ted into this Society 5 Suppofing they 
ore equally known to, and appro^d bf 
^ach other. Atkl conftderihg the/>rmf* 
lence of Vtee, in general, smd the ntgU^ 
genceoi "Parents, in particular } tb<fre is 
no danger fo many fhould be qaalificd,ai 
to produce any inconvenience, couW 
that poiTibly attend it. . . • 

And now, mcthinks, there nccd$.not 
inariy Words to perfuade any rational 
Terfon, carneftly to endeavour after all 
thofe Endowments, which will render 
them belov'd and admit'd by all, whofc 
approbation and eftccra is a real Honour, 
vf a - Nay, 
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^ay, which will cnckar//&tf«rtotlK2)/l;ia* • 
Almighty Beings afid confcqucntly procure 
:tifem certain happincfs hcrc,and in Eternity. 
fTbo would not endeavour to refemblc 
thoCc&appy Sauls, with whom we all hope 
to enjoy ncvcr-ceafing Blife j in thofe Incli- 
nations and Difpofitions, which qualified 

• tbem for the extatick , happinefs thejf arc ail- 
rcadypoflcfs'd of .' But wi)0,tbax i? injcapablc 
^f Friendship here, can )>e happy in the. -en- 
joyment oi it m Heaven? And dpubtleft, 
•it mud be in the highcft degree ttxiotigthof/f 
bhffed Spirits, whole Charity is Co .e^itenflvjc 

, and univerfal,as toraife^'^' in them>im.t]\t^^ 
. Converjion of one repenting Sivft^r^ An4 Wc & lo. 
have realbn to. bcHeviS, tha^t: m$pj9^,x\^t,Afh 
gelic Hojl arc conftantly employ 'si j^rt offices 
of kindnefs and beneiicencei to tjpic Good 
and Tious^ even in this Life. .; An^ can w,c 
think this purje ^xxd^refin d Af^cfltion cc^fe^, 
upon our Arrival, in the othei? W<?rl(;l ? .Np, , 

* certainly 5 there it is in i^^higheft.perfe£fft '•?? « 
on^ and only there can be compl^ar. If thco 

we have any defire after true fubftantial Hap- 
pinefs, ( and who that has a SouU M^ not 1) 
•wc muft be prcpar'd and trained up for it, b^ 
a due difpofition of Mind J&^r^. ; And furjc 
this Argument is fufficient, without aj^ 
other, tp enforce, what I have been all along 
endeavouring to incutcatc And 
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K And ifk •*rcrc dnce ftj^licd fcrioUfly to 

our Hearts, as it certainly dcfervcs t6 be ; 
'•Vhat a delightful Reformation fbpuld W€ 
/cc in ^/i/ People of Reafoii -indReffeaioii^ f 
Society would tben be ai ^leafing arid do- 
lightfuJ, as it fiow is generally difagreeible 
-and trifling to a ferious thinking Pcrfon ! No 
one, who really deferv-d it, would /^^;i hav^' 
caufe tb domplain, they were deftitutc of* 
ttat Conifort in Adverfity, that Partner In 
iProfperity, and //6i^/ faithftil Monriror in all 
StztcSj» di^nterejfeii Friend! Fir tfie would 
•f^e»/i be recommended In the' moft moving 

? : roanneri^djuftly venerated in all Station'?/ 

• - • . ^ > 

•w. ;i A "mc^n Fortune could /A^«'iio longer c- 
-clipfc ^bftantial Merit j Bur Fice aloHd 
-^oxiXAt^ jdifcountenaAic'd> and forced, if 
-pofliWe; to Wufli at being fingular ! And,'in 
one Wdrd/thi« Sublunary Region wodld ht 
«as hap^jasthe lliortPeritfrf of its Duration 

would permit it to be-:* 'Ahd'-ti/^ftixjuld pafs 

• o' ••• *.' ., 

:'- ; ; ferenclyjronj a^ate of y»-(^5/r^/w» and 777^/ 
^herej totht poffeffion oi endkfs and incon-^ 
teivable Regard ItiHeaven : Tbthc blefs^d 
vSociety of iJ^i^/j 2LndAhgef:t, and thcglori^ 
'fed Spirits &fjuji Men made perfect v A nd 
^to the Enjoyment of Got), Our Creator, Rcf 
"^eemer, and Sanftifier, to alltEtcrhrty \ 

(' 
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